
READ ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING ,   AND OTHER NOTES 
PLUS UPCOMINGS (PAGE 2) 

AND -  - - - -   PAY  YOUR DUES FOR 2011 

25th Legislative District Newsletter                                                             March  Issue 2011 

 

JULIE ANDERSON,  
PIERCE COUNTY AUDITOR  

ADDRESSES THE MONTHLY MEETING  
OF THE 25TH LDD 
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25TH DISTRICT 
DEMOCRATIC 

ELECTED  
OFFICIALS 

 
Senator                  
Jim Kastama 
(253) 840-4701 
 
email:  

kastama.jim@leg.wa.gov 
 
For all other elected officials:  
Legislative Hotline: 
1-800-562-6000 
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FOR THE LATEST INFO  
AND/OR COPIES OF THE  

FOCUS CHECK OUT THE 25TH 
LDD WEBSITE 

AT:::www.25dems.org 
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NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 
OF MEETINGS 

 
28 Feb Mon E-Board meets at 
7PM at Fire Station 66, 9813 
128th St E., Puyallup 
 
7 Mar Mon 7 PM 25th General 
meeting BACK  at Puyallup Li-
brary:  Guest speaker: 
US Congressman Adam Smith 

  
12 Mar Sat DEAD-
LINE for FOCUS arti-
cles, pictures, meeting 
notices. 

 
28 Mar Mon E-Board meets at 
7PM at Fire Station  66 
 
 
4 Apr Mon 7 PM 25th LDD 
General  meeting at Puyallup 
Library.  Guest speaker:   

 
9 Apr Sat DEADLINE 
for FOCUS articles, pic-
tures, meeting notices, 
etc.   

 
25 Apr Mon E-Board meets at 
7PM at Fire Station 66..   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

25TH LDD E-BOARD 
PIERCE COUNTY  
REPRESENTATIVES: 
 
POS 1:  Eric Herde 
Tel:  (253) 441-5760 
Email:  epwh@earthlink.net 
 
POS 2:  Melissa Thompson 
Tel:  (253) 970-7339 
Email:  MelissaThomp-
son@yahoo.com 
 
POS 3:  Marv Swanson 
Tel:  (253) 845-0194 
Email:  mswa658080@aol.com 
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FROM THE CHAIR 
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25th LD February 1,  2011  MINUTES 

By Melissa Thompson 
 

Called to order at 7 p.m.  Chair Louis Tibbs absent due to illness so Vice-Chair Luanne Green ran the 
meeting.  Eric Herde, Merv Swanson, and Eric Renz were also absent. 
 
 Senator Jim Kastama spoke to the group.  He announced that the Senate will be moving a supplemental 
budget during the next day’s session.  This will affect the remainder of our budget for this Biennium that 
is over in August.  We will need to shed $160 million a month for the next 2 years.  It could be a bi-
partisan budget.  The hearing for the Governors Association Online University was successful. 
 
Our guest speaker was Pierce County Auditor Julie Anderson.  At this time her office was busy with the 
February Special Election that we had on Tuesday the 8th.  It mostly regarded Prop 1 Save Pierce Tran-
sit.  There are 74,000 registered voters in Pierce County and this Special Election was an all mail in bal-
lot. 
The Auditor’s office is getting ready for the redistricting process that will take place next year.  The 
Auditor’s office is getting the jump on things by getting ready for the new technology.  After the redis-
tricting occurs in April of 2012 they will have 2 months to send out the new voting cards which will ad-
vise voters of their Legislative district, the precinct, the County Council seat, and which Congressional 
District they will be in due to Washington State being given a 10th Congressional seat due to the fact that 
the boundaries will change. 
The Auditor announced that the Supreme Court upheld the top 2 primary and that PCO election will be a 
private party association and will no longer be on the Primary Ballot every two years.  The office is 
looking into acceptance of soldier and overseas voter ballots being online with a scanned copy of the 
ballot through an e-mail attachment.  There are some bills in the legislature regarding Non Partisan of-
fices, i.e., that they should skip the primary election and only participate in the General Election.  In ad-
dition, there is another bill that encourages people running for the legislature who have no opposition or 
only one opponent to also be in the General Election.  There is some pushback by legislators because 
they want to keep the beauty contest aspect, name recognition, and to keep the total donation amount of 
$1600.   
Also on tap is a bill that all ballots should be in by the Election Day.  There is opposition by the County 
Auditors.  The Auditor’s office is installing twelve new drop boxes throughout the county.   
Another bill is to make all County Auditors throughout the state Non-Partisan.  Since Pierce County is 
the only county to still have polling places on Election Day, Auditor Anderson  would like to change to 
All Mail-in Ballots.  This would cut down the administrative costs of keeping 56 polling sites around the 
county.  Turnout is usually approximately 40% at the polling places.   Auditor Anderson would like to 
see polling places gone by the President Election in 2012. 
Auditor Anderson has instituted some new rules for election workers due to conflicts of interest.  If 
someone appears on the ballot and an election worker is part of the campaign management, who circu-
lates petitions, or if they contributed more than $100 to a particular campaign, or a family member of a 
candidate, they will not be allowed to actually touch the ballots.  However, there are other jobs for those 
election workers to do. 
Auditor Anderson also said that the Auditor’s Office will cease pay Political Party Observers.  We were 
the only county to still have that policy in effect. 
 
In the Treasurer’s report we had a beginning balance of the month of January of $6,089 and we took in 
over $1,000, so we ended the month of January with $7,434.77. 
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The State Party Central Committee had their Reorganization.  Dwight Pelz was re-elected as the State 
Party Chair with 145-14 vote.  The rest of the officers were voted in by acclimation.   These officers are 
Vice Chair Valerie Brady Rongey, Secretary Rob Dolin, Treasurer Habib Habib, DNC Members David 
McDonald, Ed Cote, Sharon Mast and Lona Wilbur.  Each Congressional District has a Representative 
on the Executive Board, 1st Richard Wright, 2nd Todd Nichols, 3rd Marsha Manning, 4th George Fearing, 
5th Bob Esvelt, 6th Cathi Bright, 7th Javier Valdez, 8th Becky Lewis, and 9th Zach Smith. 
 
The Legislative Action Committee met before the regular meeting.   Jerry Beckendorf announced an 
event with the King County LAC in Olympia President’s Day Monday February 21st at 11 a.m. for lunch 
in the Lt. Governor’s office.  He also announced the PCO Training & Crab Feed that will take place the 
same day at St. Martin’s College. 
 
An Audit Committee meeting was held to look over the books for last year and it was announced that 
past treasurer Luanne Green did a fabulous job as Treasurer. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 

Singing’ the Blues by Cliff Allo 

For me, one of the big events in January was my first state central committee meeting as your newly elected State 
Committeeman.  I felt fortunate Jerry had sent me to Wenatchee as his proxy because the experience was not en-
tirely new.  Nonetheless, attending without an asterisk was different.  

The biggest difference was this was a reorganization meeting.  As soon as I arrived, candidates spotted the rookie 
and pled their cases:  Dwight Pelz as a candidate for re-election as State Chair, Rob Dolin as the only candidate for 
Secretary of the State Central Committee, and Becky Lewis and Bryan Kesterson who sought to represent the 8th 
CD on the State Central Committee Executive Board.  Each of the four made a strong impression.  Bryan and 
Becky were particularly impressive as they lobbied me together, first jointly affirming that either would be a good 
choice and then trying to highlight the small differences in what they offered.    

In the actual elections, Dwight and Rob had an easy time of it.  Becky and Bryan arrived at our 8th CD Caucus fol-
lowing the adjournment of the full meeting to find 16 of us more or less ready to make a decision.  Our secret ballot 
resulted in an 8 to 8 tie.  We then asked National Committeeman and State Parliamentarian, David McDonald, to 
toss a coin to break the tie. {Whether or not such an effort is a formal part of his duties was unclear; mostly he was 
on the stage directly in front of us and therefore quite convenient to draft.} Somebody provided David a quarter, he 
tossed it, it went high in the air, and fell into an open bag in the third row.  On a second try with another coin, he 
was less energetic: that coin fell nearer the stage and rolled under the skirt of a table.  But it could be found and the 
toss installed Becky Lewis, whom you’ll soon meet, as the 8th CD’s representative.  It continues to be better to be 
lucky, and it seems money does go further than we might think. 

Earlier in January, the County organization put together a Brown Bagger on only a few days notice to meet with 
Jay Inslee, our Member of Congress from the 1st CD.  Between Rose’s phone calls and the general interest in Jay, 
the room was full.    

Having helped send him to Congress the first time from the 4th CD in 1992 and having worked with him a little 
when he was Health and Human Services Director for Region Ten under President Clinton, his grasp of a wide va-
riety of issues and serious thought were no surprise to me.  His responses to questions left little doubt that the ru-
mors and press speculation that he plans to run for Governor are not wildly off the mark.  Although he made no 
commitment, he was very well received by the folks in attendance.  

Even as Jay is making a strong impression around the state, our Democratic incumbent has not made her intentions 
clear.  I have heard mention of fund raising that her state reports do not yet reflect.  Regardless of her intent or ulti-
mate decision, her influence over the Legislature in its budget battles this year and next would only shrink if she 
volunteered to be a lame duck.  
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By Joan Cronk 
 
 
 

The 25th LDD met on Tuesday, February 1 at Canyon Terrace Mobile Home Park at 7 p.m.   
 
Senator Jim Kastama was gracious enough to stop by for a quick report and 
said that the legislature will have to “shed 160 million dollars a month over 
the next two years.”   
 
The group was so astounded they asked for clarification, but Senator 
Kastama repeated himself and said those numbers were true. 
 
He said the first month of the session feels like it has been four months 
long, and added, “we should have had more work done in the interim to pre-
pare us for this gruesome budget.” 

 
On a lighter note, Kastama said there may be an Online University option soon and that the 
hearings so far have gone well. The program will cost between 2 and 3 million and will cost 
Washington taxpayers zero. 
 
Pierce County Auditor Julie Anderson addressed the group and reported that the top two pri-
mary has been upheld.  She expects a 38 to 40% turnout for the February election and said most 
folks will have only one issue on their ballot. 
 
Her office is gearing up for the redistricting process and said the new maps will be much more 
sophisticated.  She also reported that PCO candidates will no longer appear on ballots. 
 
Auditor Anderson supports mail in ballots and said that it cost $8 for each poll voter to vote, 
and $4 for each mail in ballot voter. 
 
She feels a “sense of urgency to convert to all mail in ballot before the Presidential election.  If 
not, polling places will have to be increased.”  She would like all polling places closed in 2011. 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 7 at the Puyallup Library where Congressman 
Adam Smith is scheduled to speak to our group. 
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                 25th LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT 
February 15, 2011 
By Al Gray, Treasurer 

 
Period Reported January 16 to February 15 2011 
Beginning Balance                                                                                         $ 6956.27 
 
     Expenses: 
       Joan Cronk for the coffee mess                                                $ 25.86 
       Ray Green for Dawn Morell plaque                                           $ 38.53 
 
Total Income: 
     Dues                                                                                                            $ 843.50 
 
Balance as of 15 February, 2011                                                                   $ 7735.38 
 
Checking A/C balanced, C3's filed and C4 filed 02/16/2011 
    

DUE TO THE NEGATIVE ASPECTS AROUND THE WORLD  WE ARE INCLUDING  
SOMETHING TO HELP YOU COPE 

 
DIETING 

         1. If you eat something and no one sees you eat it, it has no calories. 
         2. When you eat with someone else, calories don't count if you do 
            not eat more than they do. 
         3. Food used for medicinal purposes NEVER count, such as hot chocolate, 
            brandy, toast and Sara Lee Cheesecake. 
         4. If you fatten up everyone else around you, then you look thinner. 
         5. Things licked off knives and spoons have no calories if you 
            are in the process of preparing something. 
         6. Anything consumed while standing has no calories. This is due 
            to gravity and the density of the caloric mass. 
         7. Anything consumed from someone else's plate has no calories 
            since the calories rightfully belong to the other person and 
            will cling to his/her plate. 
 

REMEMBER: STRESSED SPELLED BACKWARDS IS DESSERTS. 

 
REMEMBER TO JOIN THE MONTHLY 25TH LDD MEETING AT 

THE PUYALLUP LIBRARY ON MARCH 7, MONDAY - AND  
ALSO ENJOY COFFEE AND SWEETS! 

 



     25th Legislative District 
     Democratic                   
 (LDD) 
     PO Box 73594 
     Puyallup, WA 98373 

Well, you should be if you want the truth about politics  
by Audrey and Frank  on their radio show  
Fridays at 1200 to 1 PM on KLAY 1180 AM! 
 
And if for some reason or other you miss it then go to  
http://www.liberaltopia.org.  There is a link on the right hand side of                    
 the screen that says: Frank and Audrey.  Tune in or be tuned out. 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2011?   
IF SO, THANK YOU - IF NOT Use this form to recruit friends and 

neighbors to join you in helping our Democratic party. 
Name:______________________Address:_______________________________ 
Phone:  (   )___________                                    
Zip:________________________City/__________________________________ 
Precinct:________________                               
Email:___________________________________________ 
 
Dues:  Evergreen (includes Senior, outside district, etc) $10 per member; Rainier 
$25; Chair's Voice $50; Senators Club $100 (can be paid in installments.) 
Please send dues to:  25th LDD, POBox 73594, Puyallup, WA 98373 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


