
READ ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING ,   AND OTHER NOTES 
PLUS UPCOMINGS (PAGE 2) 

AND -  - - - -   PAY  YOUR DUES FOR 2011 
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US REPRESENTATIVE ADAM SMITH 
TALKING TO 25TH LDD MEMBERS AFTER  

THE MONTHLY MEETING ON MARCH 7 



25TH LEGISLATIVE  
DISTRICT DEMOCRATIC                

(LDD) OFFICERS 

President/Chair: Louis Tibbs 
Tel:  (253) 848-5496  
Email: LTibbs3@comcast.net  
 
Vice Chair: Luanne Green 
Tel:  (253) 848-0289 
Email:  raygre@msn.com 
 
Treasurer: Harold (Al) Gray 
Tel:  (253) 539-8352 
Email:   
halgray@rainierconnect.com 
 
Ass't Treas: Luanne Green 
Te;"  (253) 848-0289 
Email:  raygre@msn.com 
 
Secretary:  Melissa Thompson 
Tel:  970-7339 
Email:   
melissathompson26@yahoo.com 
  
Parliamentarian:  Cliff Allo 
Tel:  (253) 208-8167 
Email:  cliffallo@blarg.com 
 
Sergeant-At-Arm:  Eric Renz 
Tel: (253) 302-1698 
Email:  ijcrenz@comcast.net  
 
Membership Chair:   
Ray Green 
Tel:  (253) 848-0289 
Email: raygre@msn.com 
 
State Committeeman:   
Cliff Allo 
Tel:  (253) 208-8167 
Email:  cliffallo@blarg.com 
 
State Committeewoman:  
Ellen Zulauf 
Tel:    (253) 845-9370 
email:  eazul@comcast.net 
 
 

25TH DISTRICT 
DEMOCRATIC 

ELECTED  
OFFICIALS 

 
Senator                  
Jim Kastama 
(253) 840-4701 
 
email:  

kastama.jim@leg.wa.gov 
 
For all other elected officials:  
Legislative Hotline: 
1-800-562-6000 
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FOR THE LATEST INFO  
AND/OR COPIES OF THE  

FOCUS CHECK OUT THE 25TH 
LDD WEBSITE 

AT:::www.25dems.org 
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28 Mar Mon E-Board meets at 
7PM at Fire Station 66, 9813 
28th St E., Puyallup 
 
4 Apr Mon 7 PM 25th General 
meeting  at Puyallup Library:  
Guest speaker: 

 
9 Apr Sat DEADLINE 
for FOCUS articles, 
pictures, meeting no-
tices. 

 
25 Apr  Mon E-Board meets at 
7PM at Fire Station  66 
 
 
2 May Mon 7 PM 25th LDD 
General  meeting at Puyallup 
Library.  Guest speaker:   

 
14 May Sat DEAD-
LINE for FOCUS arti-
cles, pictures, meeting 
notices, etc.   

 
30 May Mon E-Board meets at 
7PM at Fire Station 66..   
 
 

 This is a great space to 
post your   

political meetings! 
 

 
 
 
 

25TH LDD E-BOARD 
PIERCE COUNTY  
REPRESENTATIVES: 
 
POS 1:  Eric Herde 
Tel:  (253) 441-5760 
Email:  epwh@earthlink.net 
 
POS 2:  Melissa Thompson 
Tel:  (253) 970-7339 
Email:  MelissaThomp-
son@yahoo.com 
 
POS 3:  Marv Swanson 
Tel:  (253) 845-0194 
Email:  mswa658080@aol.com 
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FROM THE CHAIR 
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25th LD Democrats LAC group watches bills in 2011 Session 
 
 Our 25th LD Democrats Legislative Action Committee (LAC) meets on Monday, April 4 at 6 pm before the regu-
lar meeting at the Puyallup Library.  Members are encouraged to bring their laptops as Wi-Fi is available at the 
library.  At the last meeting we were able to track bills on the www.leg.wa.gov website.  Many of us are also fol-
lowing bills that the Washington State Labor Council is following.  Their website is www.wslc.org. 
By checking these websites it can immediately be determined whether or not your issue is still in play or has died 
in committee. 
 
 We are all aware of the recent efforts of the Wisconsin Republican controlled Legislature and Republican Gover-
nor Scott Walker to “Union Bust” the public sector unions and strip them of their collective bargaining rights.  
Similar efforts are underway in Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and other states.  Fortunately bills of this nature were 
dead after the March 7 cutoff because Washington State has a Democratic Governor and House and Senate.  There 
are some efforts which we need to watch.   Progressive observers have figured out the reasons for these Republi-
cans to attack organized labor is that they are the main contributor of money and volunteers to further the election 
of Democratic candidates.  Those in attendance at the State Democratic Crab Feed observed that most of the major 
funders of the event were unions in our state.  Labor plans additional supportive rallies in support of these union-
ized public sector workers so please watch for notices of events particularly the week of April 2-8. 
 
 If you have bills, please attend out meeting on April 4 at 6 pm.  If you have bills you want to watch, please email 
me with the topic and/or the bill number so we can put it on our watch list.  We also plan more trips to Olympia 
before the session is over. 
 
 Jerry Beckendorf, Chair                                             (253) 229-7903 
25th LD Democrats LAC                                             jerryb62@comcast.net 
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By Joan Cronk 
 
The 25th LDD was honored to host Congressman Adam Smith as our 
main speaker at the March meeting. 
  

The Congressman stressed that Democrats need to begin to fight back at the Republican mes-
sage. 
 
“You can be very concerned about the deficit and appalled at what the Republicans are doing,” 
he said, adding that, “When President Clinton left we had a surplus and then Republicans 
flushed that down the toilet.” 
 
Smith said that they couldn’t balance the budget on the backs of the working class, middle class 
and the poor and that the Republicans are proposing to decrease revenue by eliminating estate 
tax, capital gains tax and dropping the top income rate to 20%, and by doing so, this would give 
the wealthiest Americans more money. 
 
Robin Ferris, who is leading the charge on the Recall Washam campaign, was on hand to give a 
brief update.  She encouraged everyone to take a petition in an effort to obtain the 90,000 signa-
tures needed to put the recall on the fall ballot.  The deadline for petitions is June 30th. 
 
Cliff Allo and Betty Ogden asked the 25th LDD to pass a Resolution to request the Washington 
State Legislature to ratify a Constitutional Amendment to establish that a corporation shall not 
be considered a person. 
 
Allo said that Congress cannot fix this problem, but the States can. 
 
Passing this Amendment would let our legislators know how we feel about this issue.  The 
Resolution was passed unanimously. 
 
Dixie Gatchell asked for support for the April 30 Foothills Rails to Trails event to be held on 
the Riverwalk Trail, and Anne Jacobson talked about a March 17 Forum on the Open Records 
Act. 
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  Washington State Central Committee Meeting 
    January 29, 2011 

     Olympia, Washington 
 
As State Democratic Officials met on January 29 many were celebrating having “stopped the red tide at 
the Idaho border,” as one speaker put it.  Early in the meeting agenda the roll call was done by now 
State Representative Luis Moscoso as his last official duty as state party   secretary. 
 
During the election of officers Chair Dwight Pelz prevailed over a single challenger by a wide margin. 
Vice Chair Sharon Smith declined to run again.  Valerie Ronghy was elected as her able replacement.  
Rob Dolin was the single nominee to replace Luis Moscoso as party Secretary and Treasurer Habib 
Habib was the only nomination for his current post.  The last three people were all elected by acclama-
tion.  All of the state officers will serve until the next       reorganization meeting of the state party in 
two years. 
 
Democratic National Committee member from Washington State, David McDonald, reported that Presi-
dential primary dates are not to occur before March, 2011.  This immediately puts 26 states out of com-
pliance.  States who change to comply will be offered some help. Those who do not will be left out of 
the delegate selection process which happened to several states in 2008.  Ed Cote, another Washington 
state DNC member said the   national party has done well at raising money.  It is in much better finan-
cial shape than is usual at this time in a reelection campaign. 
 
With little other business to accomplish, the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm.   
 By Ellen Zulauf 
 
Singin’ the Blues. By Cliff Allo 
 
At the end of the March meeting, we had a short discussion about whether to use a primary or caucuses next year 
to allocate our delegates to the Democratic National Convention.  The sentiment in the room was clearly in favor 
of the caucus system. 
The State Party has just announced an “on-line” conversation to provide all Democrats an opportunity to share 
their views and be heard on this question.  Rob Dolin, our new State Central Committee Secretary, invites us “to 
participate in an open online conversation about whether we should use a Presidential Primary or Precinct Cau-
cuses as the starting point in our Delegate Selection process.” at http://www.wa-democrats.org/content/primary-or-
caucus. 
There will be several forums.  I support a Primary                                 I support Caucuses 
Earlier in 2012 would be better  Later in 2012 would be better 
Other conversation topics that you would like to discuss 
General feedback on the online conversation process 
 
Representative Smith usefully reminded us that the President heads one of three branches of government.  As 
President, he has an enormous influence on the public agenda and retains the veto power, but he cannot by himself 
enact anything.  
 It is frustrating that we did not get even more accomplished in 2009–2011.  A European parliamentary 
system would have moved faster and with much more discipline, but as Donald Rumsfeld almost said, “You must 
go to policy with the Constitution, system, and caucuses you have.” 
 Just as the President—unlike a Prime Minister—is elected independently of the Congress, each member 
is elected independently. Our system imposes very little party discipline, and Democrats exhibit even less than 
Republicans.  
 Until we find a way to induce our legislators to follow our platforms faithfully, we must focus first on 
recruiting, second on electing, and only then upon influencing our respresentatives.  And even then, we might do 
well to appreciate the expertise and dedication people like Adam Smith, Norm Dicks, Jim Kastama, and Dawn 
Morrell have demonstrated and not try to tie their hands, especially with regard to details.  
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                    25th LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

March 15, 2011 
By Al Gray, Treasurer 
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Reps Dammeier and Zeiger Hold Recent Town Hall meeting  
 
 Approximately 70 citizens from a wide variety of political and interest backgrounds attended the March 12 Reps 
Dammeier and Zeiger Town Hall meeting at the Puyallup Public Library. Both Reps gave a short summary of the 
current session and outlined the committees in which they are involved.  Then the questions from the audience were 
requested. 
 
 In attendance were a number of our members:   Jerry Beckendorf, Luanne Green, Betty Ogden, Merv Swanson and 
Ellen Zulauf among others.  Jerry was able to thank the two reps for their support on HB 1186 a piece of oil spill 
legislation which passed 62 to 35 with all opponents being Republicans.  Jerry also asked the two Reps if they 
agreed with the stand in Wisconsin where unionized public workers were being stripped of their collective bargain-
ing rights.  (see other article) Rep Zeiger did state he supported Public Worker Collective Bargaining.  Other ques-
tions involved cutting of funds for Head Start, Community Health Clinics, Planned Parenthood and whether or not 
National Cerification of teachers should continue to receive a bonus.upon complication of the certification. 
 
 The overall questions were respectful and the audience participation widespread.  Dammeier and Zeiger will be 
holding telephone town hall meetings in the future. 
 Jerry Beckendorf  

 
REMEMBER TO JOIN THE MONTHLY 25TH LDD MEETING AT 

THE PUYALLUP LIBRARY ON MARCH 7, MONDAY - AND  
ALSO ENJOY COFFEE AND SWEETS! 

  



     25th Legislative District 
     Democratic                   
 (LDD) 
     PO Box 73594 
     Puyallup, WA 98373 

Well, you should be if you want the truth about politics  
by Audrey and Frank  on their radio show  
Fridays at 1200 to 1 PM on KLAY 1180 AM! 
 
And if for some reason or other you miss it then go to  
http://www.liberaltopia.org.  There is a link on the right hand side of                    
 the screen that says: Frank and Audrey.  Tune in or be tuned out. 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2011?   
IF SO, THANK YOU - IF NOT Use this form to recruit friends and 

neighbors to join you in helping our Democratic party. 
Name:______________________Address:_______________________________ 
Phone:  (   )___________                                    
Zip:________________________City/__________________________________ 
Precinct:________________                               
Email:___________________________________________ 
 
Dues:  Evergreen (includes Senior, outside district, etc) $10 per member; Rainier 
$25; Chair's Voice $50; Senators Club $100 (can be paid in installments.) 
Please send dues to:  25th LDD, POBox 73594, Puyallup, WA 98373 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


